[image: image4.png]



Steinbeck, Tortilla Flat, London 2000, Penguin Classics

(ISBN: 0-14-118511-2)

PREFACE (p. 3) 
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Steinbeck introduces the reader to his main character, Danny, who is about to inherit a house. In grand style the author compares Danny to medieval knights, like King Arthur or Robin Hood.

He also offers some ______________________, when explaining about the setting of the novel: Monterey is an old city on the coast of California, its people are "paisanos", ___________________________________________________________ ___________. The part of Monterey where Danny lives is called Tortilla Flat.

During World War I, Danny was enlisted and ______________________________________.

( Questions:

1. How does Steinbeck begin his novel?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why does Steinbeck compare Danny with Arthur, Roland or Robin Hood?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the function of the chapter?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CHAPTER 1 (p. 7)
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The narrator begins his novel when Danny returns from the war and finds himself the owner of two houses. He first feels so depressed by this responsibility __________________________________________________ ________________________________________________. This time is very boring for him, and in the end he manages to escape; he steals some food and hides among the pines, where he meets his friend Pilon.

They make a fire, share Danny's food and Pilon's bottle - not without hesitation, as each of them fears ________________________________________. They talk about their friends, and suddenly Danny remembers the two houses he inherited from his grandfather. Now Pilon fears that this ownership might change Danny's character, that he will think more of himself than of his friends. But Danny ___________________________________________________.

( Questions:

4. Analyse the chapter heading.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Analyse the style of the conversation between Danny and Pilon and explain its function.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Which narrative technique can you see?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CHAPTER 2 (p. 12)

The two friends left the lawyer and now pay a visit to Danny's inherited house.

7. (
Sum up the contents from there in about 100 words:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

( QUESTIONS:

8. Is Danny about to change in the way Pilon feared at the end of the first chapter?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Translate: "Pilon mused ... identified." (p. 14)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Discuss Pilon's philosophy of life.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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